
 

 

November 8, 2013 
Creating Hope 

Sometimes this blog is really hard to write.  I avoid the page. I go run errands, I do 
the daily chores and today, even went out, in the rain, to rake the leaves… nothing I 
did could take my mind off this stack of notes, sitting next to my laptop.  Nothing I did 
could take my mind off the emails, the reports and the verdict handed down to Hope 
Tomahawk Whiteshield, and how that changes nothing that is still happening on the 
rez.  

Hope was given a 30 year sentence. I’m fine with that. I would have been fine with a 
life sentence.  She murdered a child.  

From the Grand Forks Herald:  

"The fact that no one sought help for this child is unfathomable," 
Erickson said. 

Assistant U.S Attorney Janice Morley said Tomahawk Whiteshield had been 
charged for child neglect offenses eight times in tribal court, including one 
case in which a 3-year-old was found wandering along a busy highway after 
Tomahawk Whiteshield forced the child to get out of her vehicle. 

Hope was raised with the same abuse and worse than what she delivered to that little 
girl, and her sister, and her other children.  Hope was once a little girl herself, 
suffering the abuse, rape, neglect… and you see what she became.  She’s a 
‘survivor’ of the abuse.  She was created by abuse, neglect.  

None of that excuses anything she did.  I tell you this to remind you that while we look 
at Hope as the monster for the monstrous thing she did, and we are righteously 
outraged as we should be, we must remember how she became that. We must 
remember that there are children now, still being subjected to the same neglect, 
abuses, rape and the complete indifference of Tribal Social Services (which still 
punishes the children who spoke out against a vicious rapist by preventing them from 
returning to the stability and security of the only loving, caring, protective home they 
ever knew. Standing up to power is punishable by torture, terror, abuse and 
indifference).  

I want everyone to remember that while Hope is sitting in prison, shamed for her 
heinous murder of a tiny child, the system that only protects itself, and which has 
been protecting predators, harassing, intimidating, threatening witnesses and victims, 
is hard at work creating even more Hopes that will horrify our future.  

Depraved Indifference 

Hope did not do this alone. She and Freeman Whiteshield had children removed from 
their unsafe home several times.  Tribal Social Services, then under the direction of 
Paul Hutchinson (you remember him, don’t you?) decided that Laurynn and her twin 
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sister should be, at not even quite 3 years old, should be placed with a woman who 
had been charged EIGHT TIMES including recently, with neglect and endangerment.  

Further, Suna Guy, a registered sex offender, child rapist, lived right next door and 
was a member of the Whiteshield household frequently visiting, even though he was 
never to be around children again.  

Despite the warnings from those familiar with the household, and despite the 
Mandated Report detailing the situation, it was allowed to continue without so much 
as a visit.  

This is one of those “Mandated Reports” that Timothy Purdon waived off as ‘already 
investigated’ and which he found no urgency or even potential for crime…  

Sue Settles also got that report and did nothing. She got all the reports and did 
nothing.  

Why are not any of them, the ones who removed the child and her twin sister from a 
safe home and put them into that snake pit, a known danger, why are none of them 
investigated as criminally responsible?  

It is as if all of them took that child and her sister from a safe home and put them on 
railroad tracks and then did nothing.  When people sounded the alarm that this was 
dangerous, they did nothing except harass, ridicule, threaten, intimidate anyone who 
tried to bring rescue and remove the children from danger.  

And then, the inevitable happened: A woman with no self-control, a vicious temper, 
and who had hurt and endangered children before, horrifically abused and murdered 
that little girl.  

Hope did not want the responsibility of those children. She did not ask for those 
children.  They were forced upon her by those who knew better.  Why is there no 
accountability from any of them?  

And even after this murder, this latest murder of a child, none of these agencies has 
done anything to rectify the ongoing dangerous situations that the children they are 
responsible for, are in.  

They are holding meetings. They are starting up committees. They are asking for 
more money. (They always ask for more money). But they have yet to call law 
enforcement and remove children from the homes, including Suna Guy’s home, 
where children are not supposed to be living.  

Tribal Social Services, now under the direction of Robert O’Keefe, has continued the 
punitive practices of traumatizing the children who used to live with Marva, but were 
taken away from her in what can only be seen as retaliation for her standing up for 
them and with them in court as they testified against their father.  The children are 
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desperate to be returned to her, but O’Keefe and the Tribal Chairman, who is related 
to the children’s father, threaten her if they continue to run away and seek her out.  

Those children are being denied stability and good care. It’s arbitrary.  Another child 
ran away from his new foster home to return to his old foster home, and that woman 
there, at the old foster home, was told to just keep him because he was happier 
there.  That’s been going on for over 8 months now.  

But if Marva’s kids try to get back to her, they are arrested, thrown into a police car 
and hauled off.   

Now you can see, just a tiny bit, of how Hopes are created in a system that defies 
logic, common sense, refuses to follow the laws and protocols.  A system which 
continues to protect the predators, punish the victims is how Hope was created in the 
first place.   

She’s not alone. There’s plenty more where she came from. And more being created 
everyday, and so you see why I cannot cheer the sentencing of Hope Tomahawk 
Whiteshield.   

Those who are truly responsible continue to take paychecks, give speeches, pat 
themselves on the back, and form committees.  It’s not over. The problem is not 
solved.  They haven’t even begun to address the problem.  They have continued to 
ignore, ridicule, harass, threaten, intimidate and ignore anyone within their ranks who 
dares, DARES to report the crimes, or offer legitimate solutions.  

They do this, the Sue Settles, the Tim Purdons, the Tribal Social Services Director De 
jours, as if they are heroic in their efforts.  They continue, all of them, to fail to follow 
the protocols for investigating Mandated Reports.  

How different would this world be if the Mandated Report regarding the children living 
with Suna Guy and Hope and Freeman Whiteshield, had been handled according to 
protocol?  

I guarantee you, I would not be writing about a woman who received a 30-year 
sentence while those more culpable and responsible for this crime, take a bow and 
congratulate themselves on prosecuting the outcome of the crime they themselves 
set up to happen.  

Maybe there would still be laughter and Laurynn and her twin would be singing the 
alphabet songs, and dressing up for Halloween and maybe there would have been 
two little girls sharing a Happy Third Birthday Cake instead of just one.  

Meanwhile, those responsible refuse to accept responsibility. They refuse to change 
anything. They refuse to rectify any of the mistakes or criminal behavior of their 
predecessors.  

What can we expect?  
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More Hope.  Different names, different faces, the same tiny coffins, the same trials 
and same outrage…  

But when the judge says he hopes that the sentence gives those who loved Laurynn 
a sense of Justice, he is wrong.  Until there is actual change, and the rest of these 
children who are in harm’s way, waiting for that train to come down the track… 

Until we see those in Law Enforcement, the Justice Department, and Social Services 
stepping in to stand with the victims, stand up for the victims, and listening to and 
acting on the Mandated Reports that come in… until that happens, there is no real 
Justice. There is just all of us holding our breath, waiting for the next horrific story of 
abuse, neglect and murder of some child who never should have been put in that 
home to begin with.  

I hold Hope responsible for what she did. But I also hold Tim Purdon, the entire BIA, 
The ACF Administration, and Social Services responsible for making it the only 
outcome that could happen.  

The ACF continues to throttle Thomas Sullivan.  Even as children are being raped, 
neglected, murdered, they work to thwart him, obstruct him and prevent him from 
doing the job he was hired to do.  

They see as their job, Marianne McMullen, James Murray and whomever replaces 
George Sheldon all, to prevent Thomas Sullivan from doing his job.  For some 
reason, despite the severity of the reports, the urgency of the reports and the 
outcome of ignoring these critical reports, they continue as if Sullivan is the enemy 
and the predators are the victims.  

That is an Agency that is over-funded, top heavy with incompetence, unwilling to act 
to protect a single child on Spirit Lake Nation. In fact, their actions serve only to 
protect the predators.  

Like I said, this is how HOPE was created in the first place.  

Look at all those little children tied to those railroad tracks. The ground is shaking and 
the whistles are blowing, but those agencies, including the FBI and DOJ, form a wall 
between those children and the laws that are supposed to protect them by attacking 
those who report the dangers, the criminal corruption and cite the laws.  

Penn State, Sandusky was peanuts compared to this.  The horror of what happened 
to those kids was compounded by the fact that so many knew about it and for 
decades, did nothing. They protected the predators and silenced the victims, 
intimidated the whistle blowers. One man watched a child being raped in the shower 
and did nothing.  

This is happening now, and we are all watching it. Shower stall, train tracks, … 
silence.  
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We know who is failing. We know who is protecting the 
predators. We know their shrugging this off as 
Sovereignty is pure crap.  

For this to be ‘sovereignty’ the tribe would have to have 
written into their laws the rape and defilement of children. 
Even that would not stand. 

 Felonies are the jurisdiction of the Federal Government. 
Period. There is no confusion, no conflict.  

There is only the political dance card they all want to 
keep filled up. Those who stand up to the corruption and 
abuse don’t progress through the ranks or receive 

promotions.  Those who enforce the corruption, abuse and neglect see their careers 
rise like helium filled balloons, far exceeding their abilities as they bob around in that 
rarified atmosphere where politics trumps Human Decency and where Depraved 
Indifference is the Golden Ticket to higher office.  

Hope is in prison. She will never hurt another child. I wish I could say that this is the 
end of it; that changes have been made; that it will never happen again… but I won’t 
lie to you.   

Nothing has changed until children are made safe.  

Nothing will change until we hold those in these agencies, behind the curtains, 
accountable. Nothing changes until we make it change.  

"The fact that no one sought help for this child is unfathomable," 
Erickson said. 

Thatʼs not true. People did try to prevent this. They were opposed by Timothy 
Purdon, Sue Settles, Marianne McMullen, James Murray, Paul Hutchinson, and a 
whole list of government heavyweights. People tried. People are still trying to 
prevent the next tragedy and they are meeting the same opposition.  

What is ʻunfathomableʼ is the opposition.  

You know where to find me.  

~Cat 

 


